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Well we find ourselves nearing the end of another very busy year in 
the ASZK calendar, and around the Region in our widespread Australasian 
animal care institutions – and what a year it has been!

We kicked off 2019 with one of our biggest Wildlife Photography 
Competitions yet, attracting hundreds of wonderful submissions. While 
the winning images are proudly displayed on the covers of Thylacinus, 
keep an eye out for other feature entries across our website and social 
media. In early April, we came together to fundraise for the critical 
conservation work of Tree Roo Rescue and Conservation Centre, in the 
Atherton Tableland, Queensland; after which we were delighted to donate 
a whopping $30,000. In May, Sydney hosted our well-attended 2019 Annual 
Conference and AGM, featuring photobombing opportunities by none other 
than Jane Goodall, peppering zookeeper selfies by conference delegates.

This Conference coincided with our ASZK Committee elections, with 
several position changes, and a largely new Committee welcomed onboard. 
While we are excited to see some new faces contributing on Committee, the 
ceaseless hard work of long-active Committee members like Jocelyn and 
Liz thankfully continues with their ongoing service. This year, our previous 
President Mike Drinkwater stepped down from this role, and it sees myself 
now filling the position – Big boots to fill! I’d like to personally thank 
Mike for the innumerable years he has put into improving the delivery of 
various ASZK platforms, and the Society’s most successful conferences yet. 

I’d also personally like to extend a very warm welcome to the new – and 
some returned – faces joining us on Committee from this election; Jo 
Walker, Em Bembrick, Andrew Daly, Jo Richardson, Lisa Tuthill, Dan 
Rumsey, and Simon Husher. I’m looking forward to working with you all 
in the years to come, and engaging the new perspectives you each bring 
with you. This Committee meets again in late November for a full day of 
discussions, concentrating on the next six months in the lead up to our 
2020 Annual Conference hosted by Richard Roswell’s team at Rockhampton 
Zoo from May 22-24… the first conference in a warmer climate in years! 
Stand by for more details coming very shortly.
Last month, I was lucky to join many of the Region’s other reptile 
enthusiasts (herp nerds) in Alice Springs to run an intensive workshop 
on Varanid husbandry and wild ecology. Varanids, or monitor lizards, are 
clearly a very popular and iconic group of lizards, as this workshop filled 
up, and with several international registrations. 

Time now for us to get all our final paint touch-ups done, gardens prettied-
up, and gift shops well stocked as we crack into that chaotic school holiday 
Christmas and New Year period that we all enjoy/endure. I wish you, your 
animals and your families all a wonderful Christmas, and I look forward to 
2020 where we come together again to Bowl for Sun Bears, and take some 
time to network and knowledge-share on the Capricorn Coast.
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GIBBON CRATE CONDITIONING FOR INTERNAL 
ENCLOSURE MOVEMENTS
Kelly Dunford, Primate Keeper, Perth Zoo

Overview
Perth Zoo has recently upgraded the primate island 
exhibits at its main lake. This included refurbishments 
to the night quarter/holding yard area, improved 
heating and lighting, heated display nest boxes, rope 
replacements and some horticulture works. In order 
to complete these works, the current residents of each 
island, a family of White-cheeked Gibbons (Nomascus 
leucogenys) and a bachelor group of Black and White 
Ruffed Lemurs (Varecia variegata), needed to be relocated 
to another home for the duration of these works. To 
accommodate the island primates in other areas we had 
to move other groups of primates within the zoo in four 
stages. Positive reinforcement conditioning was used 
for all individuals with fruit as the reinforcer. These 
movements also gave keepers the opportunity to improve 
their conditioning skills, demonstrate a way of managing 
animals that involves some choice/agency (by using 
conditioning rather than darting or netting), provided 
an enriching new environment for the animals and 
coincided with introductions that needed to take place in 
a more appropriate off-display setting. These movements 
occurred in May 2019 and the island exhibit renovations 
were completed in October 2019.

Stage 1 – Move White-cheeked Gibbon 
‘Tao’ from off-display exhibit to 
orangutan holding area

Tao is currently housed alone as he contracted 
encephalitis in November 2018 and was in a very critical 
condition. He is recovering very well but there is still some 
progress to be made before he can be re-introduced back 
with his family group. This has enabled crate conditioning 
to be simpler, without having other gibbons that would 
need attention. 

Small approximations were carried out to get him used 
to being near the crate and then entering the crate with 
all four limbs positioned inside. With the set-up in place, 

a second keeper was required 
to operate the slide to close him 
into the crate. Tao is very food 
motivated so he was happy to 
co-operate with entering the crate 
but became wary once the slide 
began moving. 
Due to the time constraints for 
this move and his compromised 
mental state, we could not 
complete the conditioning process 
and just closed the slide when he 
entered the crate on the day of 
the move. Once enclosed in the 
crate, he was a little agitated but 
continued to accept food from the 
keeper whilst being relocated and 
has settled in very well in his new 
environment. 
The early stages of the crate 
conditioning process have 

On the day of the move Tao was a little agitated but continued 
to accept food from the keeper whilst being relocated
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recommenced as we plan for Tao’s future moves and 
reintroduction to his family group. Ample time is 
anticipated before the next planned move so the previous 
conditioning can be built upon and the slide closing steps 
will be established before any moves are necessary.

Stage 2 – Move three Black and White 
Ruffed Lemurs from island exhibit to 
Amazonia Primates exhibit
Perth Zoo’s bachelor group of three Black and White 
Ruffed Lemurs are very food motivated and generally 
calm individuals, so it did not take long to condition them 
to entering their pet-packs using fruit as a reinforcer. It 
only took a few sessions for the lemurs to be calm enough 
to allow the pet-pack doors to be closed. In the initial 
stages, if a lemur moved towards the door, it was opened. 
This enabled them to feel comfortable inside the pet-pack, 
knowing they have control over being let out. After the 
move, pet-pack conditioning continued and the lemurs 
were happy to cooperate and allow themselves to be 
closed in to be moved back to their island exhibit.

Stage 3 – Move Javan Gibbons 
(Hylobates moloch) ‘Sunda’ and 
‘Owa’ from display to off-display 
exhibit
Owa is a young hand-raised gibbon who was conditioned 
to enter a pet-pack and allow the door to be closed to be 
transported to a new exhibit. He is very trusting of his 
keepers and it did not take very long for him to allow 
the door to be closed. Once Owa had settled in after the 
move, pet-pack conditioning recommenced and he was 
very quick to begin entering the pet-pack again. A cue 
has now been introduced to ask him to go ‘inside’ and 
to let him know when the ‘door’ will be closed. As he 
gained confi dence entering the pet-pack, it appeared he 
was becoming less interested in doing so, consequently a 
larger variety of food reinforcers are being used to keep 
him motivated.
Sunda, a nine-year old female, required a veterinary 
check under general anaesthetic in conjunction with the 

move so was conditioned to be hand injected with the 
anaesthetic. This was done in consultation with the vet 
department but the training and injection was carried out 
by a keeper. 
Sunda is very intelligent but has a short attention period 
for training sessions and is also quite particular with her 
food preferences. Hence training sessions were always 
kept brief and her most desirable foods were always 
provided as a reinforcer for needle use. The training 
process with her began with capturing her presenting 
her thigh to the exhibit mesh, followed by pressing blunt 
objects to her thigh, working up to needles and injecting 
her with saline solution to mimic the sensation of the 
sedation medication. 
Sunda did not react well to the saline injection when it 
was injected cold as the last step in her training plan. This 
occurred one week prior to her procedure so the week 
was spent re-establishing the behaviour with a 25-gauge 
needle. She was successfully injected on the day saving 
her a receiving a dart. Her injection training is ongoing, 
and she is continuing to cooperate well. She is currently 
being conditioned to enter a crate for a further move to 
another exhibit.

Crate conditioning has also commenced for Javan Gibbon 
‘Omar’ who was introduced to Sunda and Owa after their 
initial move to the off-display exhibit. Three keepers 
conduct conditioning sessions simultaneously with Owa, 
Sunda and Omar so each gibbon doesn’t interfere with 
another during their session or get frustrated while 
watching another animal receive food. 
Crate conditioning sessions for Omar, as well as Sunda, 
begun with small approximations getting them used to 
being near the crate, then reaching inside the crate and 
then entering the crate with all four limbs inside. The 
next step in the process is getting them used to hearing 
and seeing slide movements. Cues are being established to 
enter the crate and when slides are being moved. 

Black and white lemurs conditioned to the pet packs

Sunda being conditioned for hand injection
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Each gibbon is asked to station outside the crate then 
asked to enter again, allowing the desired behaviour to be 
repeated within the one conditioning session. A whistle 
is used as a bridge for Sunda but a verbal ‘good’ is used 
for Omar and Owa. The bridges were chosen according 
to keeper preference. These crate conditioning sessions 
follow a written plan but with a degree of fl exibility so 
each gibbon can advance their learning at their own pace. 
They are all progressing well and are on track to be shut 
inside their crates to be translocated when required.

Stage 4 – Move three White-Cheeked 
Gibbons from island exhibit to exhibit 
in the Asian Rainforest
This fi nal stage was more complicated to coordinate due 
to accessibility of the island, small keeper areas to work 
in, three individuals requiring three keepers attention 
and group dynamics issues to take account of as male 
offspring, ‘Nakai’, is nearing dispersal age. Conditioning 
with this group focussed on them entering the night 
quarters reliably as they can be easily infl uenced by 
various factors affecting being shut in. ‘Phillip’, the adult 
male, is very compliant but ‘Viann’, the adult female, 
can be quite suspicious about being shut in, so required 
a higher value reinforcer to increase reliability. The 
original plan was to crate condition Phillip and Viann, but 
Nakai was going to be darted as he required a veterinary 
procedure. Three keepers were present initially for these 
sessions so that one person could focus on each gibbon, 
but it was quickly realised this would limit our likelihood 
of success as Viann became more suspicious and agitated 
at being confi ned to the night quarters with more than 
one person present. Due to this and the limited time frame 
to move the gibbons, the decision was made with this 
group to only focus on reliably locking them in the night 
quarters, and that Viann would need to be darted rather 
than crate conditioned. Phillip had already been trialled 
to see if he would enter a crate, which he did willingly for 
a food reinforcer, so keepers were confi dent on the day 
of the move that he would enter the crate. Unfortunately, 
on the day of the move Viann chose not to allow herself 
to be closed in the night quarters so we had to modify 
our plan. After an oral pre-sedation for all gibbons, Viann 
was darted in the holding yard area and Nakai eventually 
entered a night quarter compartment to be darted. Once 
Viann and Nakai were anesthetised and taken to the vet 
department, the keepers had access to encourage Phillip to 
enter his crate and be closed in which was successful. The 
group are doing well at their new exhibit.

Keepers hope to continue crate and injection conditioning 
for all gibbons to enable future medical procedures and 
translocations to cause minimal stress on the animals.

Crate training for the gibbons follow a written plan but with a 
degree of flexibility
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BEHAVIOUR
matters 

CASE STUDY:  SEPARATION AND HAND INJECTION TRAINING FOR 
GENERAL ANAESTHETIC MEDICAL PROCEDURE FOR GORILLA 
GORILLA GORILLA AT TARONGA ZOO BY AMY CARTER-TARONGA ZOO

Kibali, an 18 year old Western Lowland gorilla at Taronga Zoo required a general anaesthetic for a medical health check 
up.  This individual had never been trained to separate from family troop members in a positive manner.  After several 
months of sporadic health issues amongst the troop, and a loss of condition in Kibali, it became a priority to condition 
the silverback for cooperative separation and hand injection over a period of three weeks.  It is always preferable to 
teach gorillas to cooperate with health checks to improve welfare and reduce stress on the individual as well as the 
troop.

Unfortunately Kibali previously had not experienced a positive history with slide movements and separation.  The 
counter conditioning plan to achieve this had been in place for a while but had not yet been fully achieved. Approxi-
mations began with fi rst introducing a second keeper to begin to close a manual slide as the electric slides appeared to 
cause more of an adverse reaction.  Using three sessions a day over a three week period, the manual slide to separate 
the silverback from the troop was slowly lowered and achieved consistently.  During periods of brief separation from 
his family, Kibali would be asked to present his shoulder to the mesh-a previously trained behaviour.
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matters
BEHAVIOUR

During these three weeks there were many 
challenges to overcome during training.  The 
majority of these came in the form of unusual, loud 
and unexpected noises occurring during sessions that 
scared many of the gorillas, for example peacocks 
calling and leaf blowers.

Despite these setbacks, Kibali was successfully 
separated, hand injected and taken for the health 
care check under general anaesthetic at Taronga Zoo 
on the 22nd August 2019.  With a cardiac specialist 
on board, Kibali had a full heart examination as this 
can often be a contributing health factor in silver 
backs.  Initial health check results were positive 
with further blood test results pending at the time of 
writing.  Kibalis’ body condition has also improved 
signifi cantly, which is great.

Spending the time to positively and cooperatively 
condition animals under human care is such an 
integral part of a zookeepers role.  Often it can 
be a challenge to fi t in these training sessions as 
frequently as required, but every opportunity should 
be given to these animals to play a part in husbandry 
care to ensure a stress free and high level of animal 
welfare.  This case study of Kibali hopes to inspire 
all keepers to strive and push through the time 
constraints and challenges that can be faced in the 
industry to ensure the very best animal welfare.  A 
huge thank you and congratulations to the team at 
Taronga, nurses, vets and keepers.  Keep up the great 
work!

Training session

Kibali undergoing his health check under anaesthetic
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ICZ CONSERVATION GRANT UPDATE

“WILDTRACKS - CONSERVATION, 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH - PRIMATE 
PROJECT”
Lorraine MillerDeputy Head of Great Apes, Twycross 
Zoo

Each year the ICZ award a grant for $US1000 to a conservation project that is driven by zookeepers. The grant closes 31 
December annually. Details can be found on the ICZ website www.iczoo.org.
The article below is an update from the 2018 winner submitted by Lorraine Miller, an experienced keeper from 
Twycross Zoo in England. Wildtracks is a non-profi t organisation located in Sarteneja, Belize, which is working towards 
the sustainable future of the natural resources for the people of Belize, through conservation, research, education and 
sustainable development. 
Part of the conservation and research programme are two wildlife rehabilitation facilities, specialising in the rescue, 
rehabilitation and release of Primates and Manatees. 
The ICZ thank @Fundació Lluís Coromina for sponsoring that ICZ grant.

The two most common primate species to arrive 
at the wildlife rehabilitation centre, Wildtracks in 
Belize are the Yucatan black howler monkey and the 
Geoffroys spider monkey. The main threats for both 
of these species are the illegal pet trade and habitat 
destruction leading to fragmentation of habitat 
and isolation of populations. Both are endangered 
species and their populations are in decline due to 
these threats. Once they have settled in and are in 
full health they will begin to work their way through 
the rehabilitation process, forming stable social 
groups and gaining experience in larger enclosures in 
preparation for eventual release. 

After years of rehabilitation fi ve spider monkeys, one 
male and four females, were integrated together to 
form a social group at the Wildtracks sanctuary in 
Sarteneja, Belize. 

In January 2019 the fi ve spider monkeys (Charlie, 
Duma, Penny, Mattie and Mel) were sedated for pre-
release health checks by Twycross Zoo vet Matyas 
Liptovszky. TB tests were performed, weights were 
taken and samples were collected and analysed and 
all fi ve monkeys were given a clean bill of health.

Once the monkeys recovered they spent the night in 
their sky kennels and the next morning were loaded 
up on the truck to drive to the lagoon. They were 
then loaded into a boat, along with some supplies and 
emergency equipment and were transported across 
the lagoon.

Twycross Zoo employees Matyas Liptovszky and Lorraine Miller 
conducting health checks



10No. 3  2019

Once the team had reached Fireburn reserve the 
monkeys were off loaded and carried to the next mode of 
transport….a motorised quad bike. The monkeys and the 
supplies were loaded onto the back of the bike which was 
driven through the forest to the release site.

The fi ve monkeys stayed in a specially designed forest 
enclosure made by the Wildtracks trackers for several 
weeks to acclimatise to their new surroundings, cared for 
by Wildtracks staff and supported by the tracking team. 
On the 29th March 2019 the fi ve spider monkeys were 
darted by Wildtracks owner Paul Walker and sedated for 
their GPS collars to be fi tted and fi nal health assessments 
to be done by local vet Phillip Deshield.

Compared to the previous howler monkey releases the 
spider monkeys would be faster and more agile, often 
staying in the rainforest canopy making them diffi  cult 
to track visually. It was decided to fi t the monkeys with 
tracking collars in order to track their movements 
digitally, the ground trackers could then use them to 
follow the monkeys without having to locate them from 
the forest fl oor, which was made possible by a Grant 
received from the ICZ, which enabled Wildtracks to 
purchase a tracking system. It was decided to use ICARUS 

Travelling across the lagoon

The monkeys were loaded onto quad bikes for transport to the 
release site

Final health assessment by local vet Phillip Deshield
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transmitters for the tracking system 
however due to the need to have them 
synced with a Russian satellite which 
was delayed, the system was unable 
to be put online by the time the spider 
monkeys were due for release so a 
second system was used known as 
TGB GPS transmitters attached to a 
thin Telenax collar designed to be light 
weight, but to support the weight of 
a battery that would last for almost a 
year. The company based in Playa del 
Carmen were able to accommodate the 
order and the collars and transmitters 
were picked up directly. 

The collaring went well and all fi ve 
monkeys recovered and were returned 
to their forest enclosure at the release 
site. A few days later the monkeys were 
ready for release. A hatch on the top of 
the enclosure was opened and left open 
as the monkeys made their way out into 
the jungle. 
The initial reports from the tracking 
team show that all fi ve monkeys were 
staying relatively close to the release 
enclosure, returning for food and water, although they 
quickly found and utilised a fruiting Negrito tree nearby. 
The tracking team then had the task of ensuring the 
monkeys fi rst week went smoothly, fi nding and following 
them each day and identifying any potential issues.  
The next few weeks saw the trackers following the 
monkeys on rotation spending time in the jungle, at the 
fi eld station and returning to the village for supplies. 

After a few weeks, reports from the tracking team were 
showing the monkeys travelling further than expected 
and at a faster rate than anticipated, signal strength on the 
transmitters was therefore weakened making the spider 
monkeys more diffi  cult to locate. When the group was 
located again the oldest female, Duma was in the vicinity 
of the group but on the fl oor instead of in the canopy, she 
remained with the group but lower down for several days 
and on the 27th April Duma disappeared. The rest of the 
group seemed to be doing fi ne and so a separate team was 
sent to locate Duma. She was located by the tracking team 
the next day on the ground, away from the group and 
around one kilometre from the original release enclosure. 

The team managed to lure her back into the enclosure 
and shut her into the release pen. Whilst contacting Paul 
to make a decision on Duma’s situation another issue 
unfolded when a wild Jaguar attempted to attack Duma 

through the mesh. The Jaguar was chased off and Duma 
was left unscathed but the team immediately put her into 
a sky kennel and moved her to the fi eld station for safety. 
She was then returned to the sanctuary the next day 
whilst the rest of the tracking team continued to monitor 
the remaining four spider monkeys. This unfortunate 
incident highlights the importance of post release tracking 
which enabled the team to intervene when necessary. 
Duma was given a full bill of health after being assessed 
by the vet and returned to an enclosure within the 
sanctuary. 

Due to the issues with signal strength and increased 
speed and range of the spider monkeys the sanctuary will 
be considering drone and thermal imaging technology 
for monitoring spider monkey movement of their next 
release planned to take place in 2020. This technology has 
been tested with wild spider monkeys in Mexico and has 
proven to be useful with this particular species, used in 
combination with the current GPS collars gives the next 
group an even greater chance of success.

After a further fi ve months the tracking team are still 
monitoring the spider monkey group who are reported 
to be doing well living in the forest. Reaching this 
point and successfully releasing the countries fi rst 
rehabilitated spider monkeys back into the wild is a huge 
achievement and one that has only been possible because 
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of the combined support of many individuals and 
organisations including the Belize Forest Department, 
the Fireburn community, Wildtracks USA, the 
volunteers and donors of the sanctuary including a 
grant from the International Congress of Zookeepers, 
Twycross Zoo, Belize Wildlife Referral Clinic and Dr 
Phillip DeShield of Animal Medical Centre. 

Since partnering with the Forest Department in 2010 
for the rehabilitation of primates, Wildtracks have 
seen a reduction in the number of primates kept 
as pets by 90%. Belize is one of the fi rst countries 
to be able to achieve this level of protection for 
primates from the illegal pet trade. It is a direct 
result of the collaboration and partnerships across 
Belize, including the citizens reporting illegal pets to 
the Forest Department, a no tolerance stand by the 
Forest Department and an increasing recognition 
of the need to address wildlife crime as well as the 
ongoing support from both local and international 
organisations that makes Belize a leader in primate 
conservation. 

ICZ newsletter
 “Keeper Notes”

As an ASZK member you are automatically an ICZ 
member. This membership offers a number of 
reciprocal benefits with zoo keeper associations 
worldwide such a member rates  to many of their 
conferences and workshops.

The ICZ also have scholarships to attend ICZ 
conferences and a conservation grant given out 
annually.

To keep abreast of the latest news on the ICZ we 
encourage you all to subscribe to the quarterly 
email newsletter “Keeper Notes”. 

To subscribe visit the ICZ website www.iczoo.org.

If you would like any further information on the 
ICZ please feel free to contact me at president@
iczoo.org

Liz Romer
President ICZ 

ASZK DES SPITTALL 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

KEEPER DEVELOPMENT
The Australasian Society of Zookeeping operates and 
manages the annual ‘Des Spittall Scholarship for 
Keeper Development’, which is available to any ASZK 
member who has been a fi nancial member for two 
years or more. The annual scholarship is named in 
honour of the late Des Spittall, a life member of ASZK. 
It is to the value of $3,000 and has been established to 
support the professional development of zoo keepers 
in the Australasian region. More than one smaller 
scholarships may be issued if there are requests for 
less than $3,000 dependant on merit.

Scholarship applications can be sought for the 
following (but not exclusive) types of activities;

• Research projects 
• Undertaking volunteer work on conservation  
 projects
• Working on community change or capacity  
 building projects
• Undertaking study either in Australia or   
 overseas (overseas study will only be   
 supported if nothing comparable is in   
 Australia or New Zealand)
• Attending a conference or workshop
• Study tour of zoos or institutions

Prospective applicants are invited to submit a written 
proposal for their intended proposition, outlining in 
as much detail as possible the aim, purpose and the 
anticipated outcomes of the activity. This includes how 
the activity may support development of colleagues. 

All applications are then evaluated by the ASZK 
Scholarship Committee within a fortnight of the 
closing date with applicants informed shortly after.

Successful applicants will be required to submit 
a report at the end of their project term detailing 
outcomes and expenditure records. An article for 
Thylacinus, or a presentation to the ASZK or ICZ 
annual conference on the project is also encouraged.

More information can be found on the ASZK website 
www.aszk.org.au or contact Liz Romer at eo@aszk.org.
au.
Applications close 1 March 2020
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 •  M E E T  A N  A S Z K  M E M B E R  •
For how long, and whereabouts have you worked in 
the Zoological/Aquarium Industry?
I got my first casual zookeeping job in 2013 at 
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary after being a volunteer 
for two years. I worked in a few departments 
including Australian native mammals and native 
birds. I moved down to Oakvale Wildlife Park in 2017, 
and have been in the industry just under 6 years.

What is your favourite animal, and why?
I have been fascinated with Orcas (Killer Whales) 
since kindergarten when Free Willy came out, and 
my lifelong dream is to come face to face with one, 
however I’m a big birdo, and love all my birds; big 
and small. I have a lot of respect for birds like the Rock 
Dove who have made it to most continents and even 
the Australian White Ibis who has adapted so well to 
urban sprawl.

What is your favourite thing about Oakvale Wildlife 
Park?
The team and the opportunities: we are a smaller park 
with a close team of keepers and volunteers who all 
work together to provide best care for our animals 
but also aim to inspire and educate all our guests that 
come into the park. It can be rare in this industry to 
work with every keeper on a daily basis and we are 
very lucky to do that. I am also lucky enough to have 
been shown a lot of behind the scene detail of the daily 
operations of a zoo and gaining important industry 
connections.

What changes or improvements would you like to 
see in the future of zookeeping/aquarists?
I’d like to see more forums where we can upload our 

details and have access to a database where keepers 
from different institutions can connect with each 
other and share ideas. I think our community is 
great, and participating in keeper exchange programs 
where we can have access to do placement in other 
zoological institutions is a great way to learn and gain 
important experience, however I’m very happy to be a 
part of the zoological community.

What is your greatest animal achievement so far?
I was lucky enough to run a trial at Oakvale last 
breeding season with Bush Stone-curlews. We were 
looking at using backyard chickens to incubate and 
raise curlews in a controlled setting which could be 
the base for a whole range of future research and 
conservation and in our first season we hatched out 
a chick who was raised by one of our Silkie hens. It 
was so fascinating following the journey of chicken 
and curlew and to this day the curlew named ‘Bert’ 
has grown into a beautiful sub-adult with no chicken 
tendencies.

What is your most memorable experience with 
wildlife?
I have many memorable experiences after being 
a wildlife carer for six years; from reuniting baby 
birds, rehabilitating all types of birds and reptiles 
and having the chance to release them back into 
the wildlife is an extraordinary feeling, and I have 
amazing memories and stories to share and look back 
on. I have had birds in care that many people would 
never come into contact with, like White-throated 
Needletails for example, and have been lucky enough 
to get them fit for release.

What is your most embarrassing zoo/aquarium 
moment?
I only choose one? I have had quite a few embarrass-
ing moments! A lot of us are quite flimsy with our 
footing when looking for animals and I am one of 
them. It’s guaranteed that I will trip over something 
while following a bird in the bush, but one time I was 
feeding the eels at our pelican and eel feeding, lost my 
footing on the beach and slipped into the water. Let’s 
say I smelt very fishy and had to change my pants..... a 
lot of people were at that show.

Kara Stevens
Oakvale Wildlife Park
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ANIMAL TRAINING WORKSHOP • NOVEMBER 2019
 CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

The Animal Training Community were proud to 
present our latest Animal Training Workshop on 
the 14th-15th of November at Currumbin Wildlife 
Sanctuary.  This was the fourth delivery of our 
‘Introduction to Animal Training’ course following 
previous workshops in Canberra, Sydney and 
Wellington.  We were at maximum capacity with 
forty-eight attendees from various Queensland 
facilities joining participants from Sydney, 
Melbourne, Kangaroo Island and Wellington.

Claudette Merrick and her amazing team at 
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary were fabulous 
hosts, ensuring that the group were taken care of 
in every possible way.  Most spectacular were the 
various training sessions that we were able to enjoy, 
including capybaras, cockatoos, owls, a magpie, 
echidnas and more.  While it is always enjoyable 
to see the great conditioning work going on in 
different facilities, these demonstrations were made 
particularly relevant by the effort that the trainers 
went to aligning their sessions and discussions with 
the content being covered in the course.

The course was presented by ATC Committee 
members Claudette Merrick (Currumbin Wildlife 
Sanctuary), Bianca Papadopoulas (Melbourne Zoo) 
and Stephen Dalleywater (Wild Cat Conservation 
Centre).  As always, we were struck by the 
enthusiasm that there is for training and condition 
in the region and greatly enjoyed meeting trainers of 
various skills and experience from across the region.

From here, the Committee are turning our attention 
to the planning of the 2020 Australasian Animal 
Training Workshop.  Building on the success of the 
2018 conference at Melbourne Zoo, we are excited 
to once again bring together trainers from around 
the world.  Stay tuned for news of this and other 
specialised workshops coming soon!

Stephen Dalleywater

W O R K S H O P 
R E P O R T
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MONARTO ZOO
Introduction of zebra bachelor group
Over the past couple of years Monarto Zoo has had some 
success breeding zebra. With three male foals born now 
the time had come to wean them from our breeding group 
and introduce them to our other males.  We expected this 
process to take quite a long time, and ended up breaking it 
up almost step by step, which allowed for fl exibility with 
our planning. There was some very interesting behaviour 
observed throughout the whole process, which assisted 
our decision making with planning and eventually led to a 
successful introduction.

The weaning day was quite a big one, with three 
anaesthetics before moving the younger zebra to their 
new home. Each zebra was individually darted then 
recovered in a transport trailer before starting with 
the next, and by the end of the day all three Zebra were 
successfully moved. There was a lot of calling initially, 
but it had pretty much stopped after a couple of days. In 
a major disappointment, unfortunately one of the young 
zebra hit a fence and broke his neck almost two days after 
being moved. This was a very random event as the group 
had been very calm previously. 

Over the next week we gave the two older males, Zambesi 
and Timbavati, fence contact with the younger males, and 
also rotated the groups between the different available 

yards. Zambesi immediately showed much more interest 
towards the young ones than Timbavati, who would soon 
wander away after a short time at the fence.  Having seen 
this consistent behaviour it was decided to individually 
introduce Zambesi to the young zebra fi rst. 

This was done in the giraffe yards where we had options 
to separate, but it all went very well and they quickly 
had a good bond. After a few days we tried introducing 
Timbavati to the group, which initially looked to be going 
well, but he then began to chase and attempt to bite 
the young zebra. Zambesi however would then get in 
between, physically stopping Timbavati from chasing, and 
then would try to prevent him getting near the young ones 
again. Timbavati was very persistent, and eventually it 
was decided to separate him and try again the next day.  

The next introduction was done in the much larger Africa 
exhibit.  Timbavati was let out a few hours after the 
others and immediately began to chase and bite one of 
the youngsters again, which continued for a while until a 
very well timed kick to Timbavati’s jaw stopped the chase 
instantly. He did attempt to chase again a couple of times 
after that, but didn’t seem to put in much effort.  A few 
hours later, everything had completely calmed down and 
all four zebra were eating and resting very close together. 

A few weeks on and there is a still a small amount of 
chasing and some biting from Timbavati which keepers 
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are monitoring, but the 4 zebra look great in our Africa 
exhibit.
Matt Brewer, Ungulate Keeper

Chimps
The waiting game is on for the arrival of our head 
female, Zombi’s third baby; expected mid-September. Her 
youngest, Enzi, who is almost four still insists on being 
carried around the exhibit on Zombi’s ever growing belly. 
Any attempt to remove Enzi from her belly results in the 
most almighty tantrum from the youngster so we often 
see her dragging him across the exhibit. He is in for a big 
shock when his new sibling arrives. 

Hannah (26) came to Monarto from Taronga early last 
year and has settled in amazingly well having her fi rst 
infant, doting on her and caring for her with exceptional 
ease for a fi rst time mother. Her daughter, Hope, is now 
a wriggly 6 month old, crawling, climbing and putting 
everything in her mouth. We are still uncertain of the 
paternity of the youngster and are waiting and hoping 
for the father to be our alpha male, Tsotsi, who is yet to 
father any offspring. Our keepers and vets are placing bets 
and planning a ‘daddy reveal’ party. Although sounding 
a bit like a Jerry Springer episode, it will actually be an 
envelope with the paternity results and an excuse for us to 
eat lots of cake! 

Hayley Lewis, Primate Keeper

Carnivores
In July we sent our older three lionesses off to live at 
Taronga Western Plains Zoo, this will allow us a better 
opportunity to introduce their daughters with the three 
males we received from Melbourne Zoo.  All three 
females were anesthetised by hand injection for health 
checks before being boxed up for transfer. It went very 
smoothly with no complications. The females have now 
fi nished their quarantine and are settling in to their new 
environment. The mesh introductions have been going 
well with our young males and remaining females. There 
is a male that likes to spend his time at the mesh with 
the females. The other two males will sit with him and 
at times approach the females but do like to sit back a 
watch. One lioness is taking a liking to the males and has 
been seen to groom them through the mesh. The females 
are housed next to the males each night to allow longer 
mesh contact. We are looking at starting full introductions 
within the next month. 

A new raceway was built leading from the Spotted Hyena 
exhibit and joining onto the lion exhibit. One night each 
week we have been giving the spotted hyenas access 
through that raceway over to the lion exhibit. The fi rst 

night of access they were very wary, only coming through 
the raceway half way. The youngest male hyena cub was 
the fi rst to explore. Once the others saw him in the lion 
exhibit the rest followed.  Each week they are seen to be 
waiting at the raceway ready to come over and explore the 
11 hectare exhibit. There is a lot of ground to cover and 
explore overnight. The next morning keepers are greeted 
with smelly hyenas evident they have spent the night 
rolling around in the lion poo. Once all are back in their 
own areas they spend the day curled up together sleeping.

Two young male cheetahs have moved to Sydney Zoo. 
Both settled in really well and were seen to be exploring 
the areas as soon as they came out of their crates. 
Our male African Painted Dogs have been spending time 
in recovery after having some toes amputated after they 
sustained injuries from mesh contact with the hyenas. 
Both species have lived side by side with no issues until 
one day a very small un-electrifi ed mesh section was 
discovered by both! Three out of the four dogs lost a toe 
each. All are going well. This has put our dog introductions 
back a little but hoping we can be on track again once 
everyone is healed. 

Christy Tonkin

Lion introduction underway at Monarto Zoo



No. 3  2019 18

CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY

Birds
There has been a fl urry of breeding activity with our birds 
over the last couple of weeks with weather warming up.  
Birds currently nesting are: Eastern Whipbird, Noisy Pitta, 
Macleay’s Fig-parrot, Eastern Bristlebird, Buff-banded rail, 
and multiple lorikeet species. 

Keepers are gearing up for a busy but early season.  
Our beautiful Glossy Black-cockatoo chick is growing 
wonderfully and close to fl edge. Now we have the hard 
task of choosing a name!  We were excited to receive a 
new breeding male Regent Honeyeater, our female is very 
interested in this new handsome male and keepers are 
hoping for breeding success this season.  

We also received a new wild origin Macleay’s Fig-parrot 
through QSMP which will be a valuable addition to our fi g-
parrot breeding program.  Three keepers from Currumbin 
will be heading to NZ in October to assist the Kakapo 
project. This is a great opportunity for keepers to combine 
their enthusiasm for helping conservation species with 
picking up new skills and helping our neighbours when 
needed.

Mammals
The Mammal team at CWS is in full swing, ready for our 
up and coming breeding season to kick off. Some exciting 
news on the Glider front with what looks very much looks 
like a successful Greater Glider joey on the way! Watch 
this space….Spring is in the air and the 11 CWS koala joeys 
are beginning to emerge from their mothers pouches 
after what was an exceptionally cold winter on the Gold 
coast. We are looking forward to the start of another busy 
Koala breeding season.  News of the pending arrival of a 
male Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby has also got our keepers 
excited- not to mention how excited our two female BTRW 

will be- they have been eagerly awaiting his arrival for 
over a year! We look forward to the pitter patter of Rock 
wallaby joeys in the near future.

Exotics
Sadly Ali Wright resigned from her position as Exotics 
Team Leader at Currumbin.  Ali played a vital role in the 
establishment of Lost Valley with the development of the 
husbandry, training and experiences programs for the 
animals in this precinct.  We wish Ali all the best in her 
future endeavours!  

Our Binturong ‘Enam’ is settling in really well and is 
getting much more confi dent around her keepers, she has 
defi nitely won the hearts of her keepers!  

Recently we received ‘Pasang’ the Red Panda from 

Australia Zoo, Currumbin and Australia Zoo worked 
closely together to ensure the transfer and transition of 
Pasang into his new space was as stress free as possible, 
and so far he looks like he will settle into his new home 
nicely.

A new breeding male Regent Honeyeater was received

Binturong “Enam” is settling in well
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Reptiles and Amphibians
On the reptile/amphibian front we 
will start warming up our Kroombit 
Tinkerfrogs in the Frog Conservation 
and Research Facility in preparation for 
breeding season – fi ngers crossed with 
have success this Critically endangered 
species this season.

ASZK Annual Conference 
22-24 May 2020 Rockhampton

Call for Papers
“Keeper Konnect 4” – connecting 

to our animals, wildlife, public and 
connecting public with wildlife.

You are invited to submit an abstract to present a 
paper, poster or workshop related to zookeeping or the 
conference theme.

Abstracts for oral and poster presentations should be no 
longer than 600 words in MS Word® format. 

If you would like to lead a workshop which focuses on 
developing animal keeper skills that include but are 
not limited to safety, husbandry, enrichment, welfare, 
ethics, training, or enclosure design, please send a short 
description of the workshop along with an explanation 
of your expertise in this area.

The abstract should include:
The paper or poster’s title
Presenter’s name, title and a short biography and a 
photo (attached separately)
Presenter’s institution
Presenter’s email address
No more than 400 words summarizing the intent of the 
paper.
Presentation of papers must not exceed 15 minutes.

A complete copy of the presentation paper suitable for 
publication (in Word format) must be submitted at the 
time of the paper presentations. Please ensure graphics 
are submitted as separate graphics files (i.e jpeg, tiff) 
and are of the highest possible quality.  Full presentation 
papers will be published in upcoming issues of 
“Thylacinus”.

Please submit abstracts to Liz Romer – slromer@
bigpond.com or eo@aszk.org.au 

Submissions close 15 March 2020.
See www.aszk.org.au for more information

Apology from the Editor

Dear ASZK members

I would like to apologise for the 
delay in getting this edition of 
thylacinus out to you.

As you may be aware I have been 
responsible for the acquisition 
of the majority of the animals 
and other duties for the new 
zoo opening in Western Sydney 
“Sydney Zoo”. This has been all 
consuming and leaving little time 
for my extra activities.

The good news is that as I 
fi nish this edition the zoo has 
successfully opened!

More information on this project 
will follow in future editions of 
thylacinus.

Liz Romer
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Aussie Ark: Saving the Endangered Manning River 
Turtle
DAN RUMSEY, AUSTRALIAN REPTILE PARK

Turtles and tortoises are one of the 
world’s most threatened vertebrate 
groups with over 60% of all species 
considered threatened, endangered or 
critically endangered. This is not just 
in third world or lower socioeconomic 
nations but across the globe due to 
the typical anthropogenic threats 
such as habitat degradation and 
overexploitation in the pet and meat 
trade amongst others. Whilst we have 
seen conservation efforts across the 
globe to help save these magnifi cent 
animals with some success, there is 
constant reminders of how much work, 
we do have ahead. With thoughts 
fresh in our mind of the death of the 
last female Swinhoe’s softshell turtle 
(Rafetus swinhoei) in Shouzoo Zoo, 
China. Seemingly signalling the end for 
this species in terms of captive breeding 
and the future of the wild population as 
a whole. 

Even in Australia, two native freshwater 
turtle species sit in the top 25 list 
for most endangered testudines in 
a publication released by the Turtle 
Conservation Coalition in 2018. Which 
is one more than the edition previously published in 
2011. The western swamp turtle (Pseudemydura umbrina) 
which undoubtedly would be extinct already, if not for the 
amazing work conducted at Perth Zoo and partners since 
the late 1980’s. Also the Bellinger River turtle (Wollumbinia 
georgesi) which was also destined for extinction after 
a virus wiped out 90% of the wild population. Without 
institutions such as Taronga Zoo and Symbio Wildlife 
Park and their dedicated keepers, another very unique 
species endemic to New South Wales would have joined 
the long list of fl ora and fauna species on a certain path to 
extinction. 

The Manning River turtle (Wollumbinia purvisi) itself is 
another New South Wales endemic species. Found only 
in the middle and upper reaches of the Manning River 
system and its tributaries, it is identifi able by the yellow 
colouration under the neck and brightly coloured plaston 
and tail of sub-adult individuals in particular. This species 

rivals the Jardine River turtle (Emydura subglobosa 
subglobosa) from northern Queensland in terms of its 
“looks”. The Manning River turtle is in decline across its 
range, the rivers they are endemic to are weed ridden, 
the banks and valuable nesting sites are cow trodden 
and the females who venture to the river bank to nest 
are predated upon by introduced red fox (Vulpes vulpes) 
as are the eggs. And with the possible future threat of 
introductions to the river system of the Murray turtle 
(Emydura macquarii) as we have seen in the Bellinger 
River and the inability for the Manning River turtle to 
compete with this larger more robust species, it is clear 
conservation action is needed.

Aussie Ark’s plan for the future working alongside the 
NSW government’s Offi  ce of Environment and Heritage 
is to maintain a captive insurance population with the 
capability to breed and head start juvenile turtles for 
future release. Aussie Ark has built a captive breeding 
facility for the Manning river turtle, based on the same 

   Bellinger River turtle (Wollumbinia georgesi)

   Manning River turtle (Wollumbinia purvisi)
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model and structure as the 
facilities at both Taronga Zoo 
Sydney and Symbio Wildlife 
Park. The facility was built 
on the back of a successful 
crowdfunding campaign 
raising over 100 thousand 
dollars, on the Australian 
reptile park premises.,

In February 2019, the 
governments Save Our 
Species program, pledged 
another $5,000-120,000 to 
protection of the Manning 
River turtle with Aussie 
Ark as a project partner. 
In conjunction with the 
captive breeding program 
funds have been pledged to 
in situ based conservation. 
With a focus on nest 
location and protection 
to increase recruitment of 
juvenile turtles in the region. The 
species is now well and truly on the 
radar which is a big step forward for 
a turtle listed as endangered whilst 
data defi cient. Whilst there has been 
some frustrations along the way 
with government process at times it 
is clear that working conjunctively 
there will be an end result, which will 
be the protection and survival of this 
strikingly beautiful turtle well into the 
future. 

In June 2019 the Australian Reptile 
Park did welcome its fi rst Manning 
River turtle. Dubbed “Manny” she is 
a sub-adult female turtle which was 
balloted to the reptile park through 
OEH after a previous confi scation. 
Originally “Manny” was illegally 
poached from the wild from an 
unknown location, then remained 
with a private keeper for a number of 
months before arriving at the reptile 
park. Manny will play a vital role as an ambassador for 
not just her species but all freshwater turtle species in 
Australia. Aussie Ark will continue to work towards the 
preservation of this species, but with no doubt expand 
into the future, with other freshwater turtle species that 
are also in decline particularly in eastern Australia. 

Manning River turtle breeding facility

“Manny”
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ASZK ANNUAL AWARDS NOW OPEN 
COVERING THE PERIOD 2019.

The ASZK Annual Awards are open to all members of ASZK.
These awards honour the period from 1st January – 31st December, 
2019.
Submissions are judged by an independent panel of zoo professionals.
The awards are announced each year at the Annual Conference Gala 
Dinner.
Categories inlude:
“ Zookeeper of the Year” and 
“Heidi Hellingman Award for Outstanding Service to Industry”

Note this is a membership benefit for ASZK members and nominees 
must be ASZK members to be eligible.

For more information go to the ASZK website www,aszk.org.au or 
contact Liz Romer at eo@aszk.org.au 

Nominations Close 30th March, 2020 


